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need drilling repeatedly on the same page, and with the
weakest pupils this results in memory reading. Even when
the pupils have mastered a page with 12 or 16 new words
upon it they are greatly discouraged to find that there are
just as many new words they do not know upon the next
page. Not only is training in adequate word recognition
thereby neglected, but the pupils are discouraged by the
difficulty of the task. The only way to provide for progress
for all pupils is by grading the reading material}- If we
agree to teach by the sentence method it is essential that
the vocabulary burden of the material in the early books should
be adequately controlled. The number of new words per
page should be limited, and full provision should be made

Analysis of Vocabulary Content of " Happy Venture Readers "


	Approximate Number of Running Words.
	Total Number of New Words.
	Number of Pages in Book.

Introductory Book, Fluff and Nip
	602
	43
	20

Book I, Playtime
	1,490
	62
	33

Book II, Our Friends
	2,744
	96
	50

Book III, Growing Up
	6,830
	196
	89

Book IV, Holiday Time
	12,740
	339
	121

for repetition of old words, so that maximum use can be
made of learning through discrimination of visual patterns
of words. Each page of reading material should) in the
initial stages, present not more than 2 to 4 new words
1 Grading of material in arithmetic, both as regards the numbers
and the difficulties of the various phases of a process, is a firmly established
principle, but we seem to be much slower in adopting a similar funda~
mental in the more important subject of reading,*
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